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By: Lynsey Freeman, Staff Member  
 
For many Americans, eating meat is a daily occurrence. America represents around five percent of
the world’s population, but we raise and slaughter “nearly ten billion animals a year, more than
fifteen percent of the world’s total.”[1]
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The substantial quantity of meat processed on our soil raises curiosity and concern from both
journalists and animal rights activists. There has been a steady showing of undercover explorations
over the years. One particular animal rights group, Mercy For Animals (MFA), sponsors these types
of investigations since 2002.[2]
(file:///C:/Users/Jeremy/AppData/Local/Temp/Freeman%20Blog%201%20post%20.docx#_edn2)
This type of work sparked the enactment of laws across our nation which make it illegal for anyone
to enter an animal facility and use a camera, video camera, or any kind of audio recording device
without the consent of the owner.[3]
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Some make it illegal to even be on the property without proper permission.[4]
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These laws have come to be known as “ag gag” laws.[5]
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They are currently enacted in seven states.[6]
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While many of these undercover investigations focus on animal cruelty, that frequently has a direct
correlation to food safety. The connection comes from the fact that animal products, such as raw
meat and eggs, create legitimate dangers to human health. One danger is salmonella poisoning, a
leading cause of foodborne sickness.[7]
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Growth hormones, antibiotics, and pesticide and herbicide residues are also potential dangers to
meat eaters.[8]
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History has shown that the government alone cannot control these dangers. Recently, the
government shutdown had all inspections of domestic food, except meat and poultry halted; soon
after there was a salmonella outbreak that sickened hundreds of people in eighteen states.[9]
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There are many other examples of large-scale outbreaks that the government has not been able to
prevent. 
 
“Ag gag” laws are eliminating an essential check on food safety. The public relies on undercover
investigations to expose unsafe food production practices in industrial facilities. This is shown
through journalistic exposés that have led to landmark laws. For example, Upton Sinclair's The
Jungle, led to the enactment of the Federal Meat Inspection Act in 1906.[10]
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Animal rights activists have also conducted investigations into organizations, like Sparboe Farms and
Butterball, that have resulted in criminal convictions and FDA action.[11]
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Therefore, the enactment of these “ag gag” laws should be approached with great concern, because
they come with more than a gag on investigators, but also a gag on the safety of the food we
consume. 
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